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The kingdom of 
God  

 
A discipleship training to equip 

Christians for works of service,  

so that the Body of Christ may  
be built up (Ephesians 4:11-16) 

20 
Theme: The kingdom of God 

Day 1 Matthew 13:44-46 
The cost of entering God’s kingdom 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in 

his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 

looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great 

value, he went away and sold everything he had and 

bought it.  

Day 2 Matthew 22:1-14 
The conditions for entering God’s kingdom 

1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The 

kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding 

banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who 

had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but 

they refused to come.  
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those 

who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: 

My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and 

everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’  
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his 

field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, 

mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. 

He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and 

burned their city.  
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is 

ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go 

to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you 

find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and 

gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as 

the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.  
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed 

a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He 

asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, 

friend?’ The man was speechless.  
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and 

foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”  

Dag 3 Mark 7:1-9 
Religious traditions (human culture) that 
cripple God’s Word 

1 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who 

had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus 2 and saw 

some of his disciples eating food with hands that were 

defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews 

do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial 

washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4 When 

they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless 

they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such 

as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)  
5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, 

“Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition 

of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled 

hands?”  
6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about 

you hypocrites; as it is written:  

“‘These people honor me with their lips,  

but their hearts are far from me.  
7 They worship me in vain;  

their teachings are merely human rules.’  
8 You have let go of the commands of God and are 

holding on to human traditions.”  
9 And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside 

the commands of God in order to observe your own 

traditions!  

Day 4 Mark 2:18-22 
The New Testament message must be poured 
into new forms 

18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. 

Some people came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s 

disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but 

yours are not?”  
19 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom 

fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long as they 

have him with them. 20 But the time will come when the 

bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they 

will fast.  
21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old 

garment. Otherwise, the new piece will pull away from the 

old, making the tear worse. 22 And no one pours new wine 

into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the 

skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. 

No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.”  
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Day 5 Luke 10:29-37 
Love in God’s kingdom 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And 

who is my neighbor?”  
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, 

leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going 

down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed 

by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to 

the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But 

a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and 

when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 

he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an 

inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two 

denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ 

he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 

extra expense you may have.’  
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to 

the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy 

on him.”  

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  

Day 6 Luke 14:7-14 
Humility in God’s kingdom 

7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of 

honor at the table, he told them this parable: 8 “When 

someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the 

place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you 

may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both 

of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 

seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least 

important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the 

lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to 

you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be 

honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all 

those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 

who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon 

or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or 

sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, 

they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But 

when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they 

cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of 

the righteous.”  

Day 7 Luke 12:13-21 
Materialism in God’s kingdom 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my 

brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an 

arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch 

out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does 

not consist in an abundance of possessions.”  
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain 

rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to 

himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my 

crops.’  
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my 

barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 

surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 

grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and 

be merry.”’  
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 

life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what 

you have prepared for yourself?’  
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 

themselves but is not rich toward God.”  
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Day 8 BS Luke 16:1-13 
Stewardship in God’s kingdom 

1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose 

manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 So he 

called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about 

you? Give an account of your management, because you 

cannot be manager any longer.’  
3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My 

master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to 

dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so 

that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me 

into their houses.’  
5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He 

asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’  
6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.  

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, 

and make it four hundred and fifty.’  
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you 

owe?’  

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.  

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’  
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because 

he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the 

people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 

friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings.  
10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 

trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very 

little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have 

not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will 

trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been 

trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give 

you property of your own?  
13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 

one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money.”  

Day 9 Luke 12:42-48 
Service in God’s kingdom 

42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise 

manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants 

to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It 

will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing 

so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put him in 

charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant 

says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in 

coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other servants, 

both men and women, and to eat and drink and get 

drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on a day 

when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not 

aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place 

with the unbelievers.  
47 “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not 

get ready or does not do what the master wants will be 

beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does not 

know and does things deserving punishment will be 

beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given 

much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has 

been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.  

Day 10 Matthew 25:1-13 
Watchfulness in God’s kingdom 

1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten 

virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 

wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take 

any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in 

jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long 

time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 

asleep.  
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! 

Come out to meet him!’  
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 
8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 

oil; our lamps are going out.’  
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us 

and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some 

for yourselves.’  
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the 

bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in 

with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, 

‘open the door for us!’  
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’  
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the 

day or the hour.  

  


